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Strong Engagement By Congress
 Congressional leaders have 

been extremely engaged in 
seeing this issue resolved

 “I won’t consider the matter 
finished until our farmers 
are able to sell high-quality 
potatoes to every family in 
Mexico.” – Sen. Mike Crapo
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Unwavering Commitment from the Administration

 USDA and USTR have 
been extremely 
engaged.

 High level meetings 
have repeatedly 
included potatoes
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PEI Potato Wart Disruption
 Latest challenges with potato wart in Prince Edward Island, Canada (PEI)

 Potato Wart detected in PEI seed fields in November of 2020.

 Temporary Suspension of seed exports to U.S.

 No domestic restrictions

 Five-month suspension lifted in March of 2021

 New detections in unrelated processing fields in October of 2021

 PEI seed exports to Uruguay suspended in October

 PEI seed shipments domestically suspended in November with new restrictions for 
other potatoes

 All PEI potato exports to the U.S. suspended in November
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PEI Testing Declines
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78% decline in testing



Agriculture Immigration Reform

Ag Solution

Enforcement Current 
Workforce Guestworker



Farm Workforce 
Modernization Act

 Bipartisan Bill 

 Gained 30 Republican votes along with 
the Democrats in passing the House



Supply Chain

 Federal government is struggling to impact the supply 
chain breakdown

 Prior issues foreshadowed their limited power now

 West Coast Longshore/Terminal Operator Disputes

 Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 2021

 Infrastructure Bill
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Pushing Back on Tax Increases

 NPC is part of a large ag tax 
coalition to maintain 
beneficial provisions

 Congress and activists have 
suggested eliminating the 
estate tax and other items to 
pay for infrastructure

 NPC Board unanimously 
opposes 

12



Pandemic Relief and the Potato Industry

 Beginning just after the crisis began a year ago, NPC and the state 
organizations began crafting a relief plan for the potato industry. 

 The plan contained two major elements;

 Substantial surplus commodity purchases by the government to 
replace demand lost in the wake of the government-mandated 
shutdown

 A meaningful direct payment program to provide relief to 
economically-injured growers
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$350 million to the Potato Industry

 The combined federal relief for our industry is $350 
million since the COVID crisis began

 Largest federal support in the industry’s history

 Includes both direct relief to growers and surplus 
commodity purchases.
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Total Pandemic Relief for the Potato Industry

 $139 million to potato growers – CFAP 1

 $121 million to potato growers – CFAP 2

 $50 million – Section 32 potato purchase

 $40 million + - Farmers to Families Food Box Program

$350 million overall ($260 million direct to growers)
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Potato Leadership Education, & Advancement 
Foundation



Purpose
Establish a long-term funding source to provide 
leadership development within the U.S. potato industry.

Board of Directors
• Shelley Olsen (WA), Chair

• Dan Moss (ID), Vice Chair

• RJ Andrus (ID)

• Gregg Halverson (ND)

• Keith McGovern (ND)

• Dick Pavelski (WI)

Non-voting: Kam Quarles (NPC), Blair Richardson (Potatoes USA), 
Kelly Turner (Michigan Potato Industry Commission)



Founders Society 
Members

Diamond Members - $250,000+
• Idaho Potato Commission
• National Potato Council
• Potatoes USA
• Washington State Potato Commission

Platinum Members - $100,000+
• RD Offutt Farms

Gold Members - $50,000+
• Allied Potato
• Alsum Farm & Produce, Inc.
• Colorado Potato Administrative Committee
• Farm Credit
• J R Simplot
• Maine Potato Industry
• McCain Foods, USA
• Michigan Potato Industry Commission
• Northern Plains Potato Grower Association
• Oregon Potato Commission
• Sklarczyk Seed Farm
• Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Growers Association

Individual Members - $10,000+

• RJ & Nancy Andrus, Idaho Falls, ID

• Black Gold Farms, Grand Forks, ND

• Blatchford Farms in Memory of Dave Blatchford

• Countrywide Potato LLC, Alliance, NE

• Todd & Jill Michael, Urbana, OH

• Montana Potato Advisory Committee

• Dan & Jann Moss, Rupert, ID

• Marty & Ann Myers, West Linn, OR

• Lynn J. & Marthann Olsen, Othello, WA

• Richard Pavelski, Hancock, WI

• Kam & Karen Quarles, Washington, DC

• Blair & Marti Richardson, Denver, CO

• Mike Wenkel, Washington, DC



Programs

• Potato Industry Leadership Institute
• Feb. 23 – Mar. 4, 2022 in California/Washington, D.C.
• 18 Participants

• Graduate-level Annual Scholarship
• $10,000 scholarship

• Leadership Institute Alumni Summit
• June 24, 2022 Nashville, TN

• Educational Sessions at Potato Expo 2023
• January 4-5, 2023 - Gaylord Rockies Resort



Ways to Contribute

• Donate or bid in Live & 
Silent Auction events

• Donate online

www.pleaf.org

Follow us

• Facebook: @PotatoLeaders
• Twitter: @PotatoLeaders
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Hear from the nation’s top political and policy experts
Welcome NPC’s 2022 officers and grower leaders
Meet with members of Congress representing potato-growing states 
and districts
… and unite as an industry in Standing Up for Potatoes on Capitol Hill!

Speakers: 
• Amy Walter, Cook, Cook Political Report
• Rep. John Moolenaar (MI-4)
• Rod Snyder, Agriculture Advisor to Administrator, EPA
• Tom Vilsack (Invited), Secretary of Agriculture

Amy Walter, 
Cook Political Report

Rep. John 
Moolenaar (MI-4)

Rod Snyder, EPA



Potato Expo is Back Live!
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